
Of  the world’s 6,912 spoken languages, Asia boasts 2,269 of  them

Bible Study Downloads in 29 Languages

They filed past my lectern.  Some 
put their CD on the desk.  Others 
transferred their offerings to my 
MacBook Pro via flash drive.  Each 
looked relieved, yet excited.

What’s going on?  This is our small 
attempt to reverse Babel. 

You remember Babel, right?  Man in 
his arrogance thought he could build a 
tower to replace God, so God 
humbled him by confusing his 
languages (see Genesis 11.)

In my early years as a seminary prof, I 
tortured students with research papers.  
They painstakingly rendered their 
thoughts into English on each page. 
Then I bloodied it with red ink and 
handed it back to them.  They in turn 
looked at the grade and filed it––
sometimes into the “circular file”!  
After each semester I measured my 
pain by how many inches were left in 
my tower of  papers to grade.

There must be a better way

The Better Way
Writing papers develops these leaders 
from 28 countries, true… and most of 
my faculty colleagues require this.  But 
most of  these leaders minister in their 
native language after they graduate––
not in English.  

Then in 2003 I 
learned about 
“The Bible… 
Basically.”  This 
10-hour seminar 
through the 
whole Bible by Dr 

John Fryman in Fort Worth has 946 
stunning PowerPoint slides. 

Then an idea hit me…

Hey, why not have students translate TBB 
PowerPoint into their native languages as their  
term project?  No more research papers!

The idea seemed helpful, yet at the 
same time ridiculous.  I don’t speak 
any of  these 
languages, so who 
would grade their 
assignments?  
Then I realized 
that they’re more 
concerned about 
good grammar in their language than 
in English.  Also, students working in 
language groups would hold each 
other accountable and also learn the 
content best by translating it.

It’s not a perfect system.  They can 
grow as translators, but most of  them 
translate at home after they graduate 
anyway.  Yet once they get home, they 
struggle to find time to render biblical 
studies into their tongue.  Why not 
give them a head start?  I’ve already 
approved the content in English.  

So we have done this now for 8 years 
in 29 languages with 285 translators.  
Their reports amaze me.  While on 
school break back in Indonesia or 
Mongolia, now students often teach 
the material they’ve translated––like 
TBB or my courses in OT Survey, NT 
Survey, OT Backgrounds, NT 
Backgrounds, or Preaching.  I also use 
translations by my students when I 
teach on semester breaks in China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar 
(Burma), Mongolia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
or Vietnam.

Now all their translated materials are 
available free at my new website: 
www.biblestudydownloads.com.

Thanks for helping us reverse Babel.

LANGUAGES 
IN PROCESS:

BANGLA

BURMESE

CHIN

CHINESE

DUTCH

FRENCH

HINDI

INDONESIAN 

JAPANESE

KHMER

KISWAHILI

KOREAN

LOTHA

MALAY

MALAYALAM

MAO

MIZO

MONGOLIAN

NEPALESE

NIAS

PAITE

RUSSIAN

TAGALOG

TAMIL

TANGKHUL

TENYIDIE

THAI

VIETNAMESE
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Everyone is sharing their work freely 
on the internet.  Why not Christians 
who know the most about free grace?

What’s up with this site: 
biblestudydownloads.com?

After 
receiving his 
Ph.D. at Dallas 
Theological 
Seminary in 
1990, Dr. Rick 
Griffith went to 
Singapore Bible 
College, where he has taught Bible, 
theology, and preaching since 1991.  

Although others need to live on 
royalties from their writing, Rick is blessed 
with a faithful support team as a missionary 
with WorldVenture.  Therefore, he has not 
needed a salary in his roles in Singapore as 
seminary professor, church planter, elder, or 
founder of  the K-12 International 
Community School.  This enables him to 
share his work freely.

Now his teaching and preaching 
materials for the past 36 years are available 
for free download at his website called 
www.biblestudydownloads.com.

What materials are available?

The website currently has Bible study 
materials in 29 languages, but more in 
English than any other.  Over 1400 

downloads, including 
5000 pages of  Word 
and pdf  course notes 
and over 300 
PowerPoint 
presentations cover 
eleven courses taught 
by Dr. Rick.  These 
include the areas of  
Bible survey, 

backgrounds, preaching, theology, and 
“The Bible...Basically” seminar.

Bible Survey

OT Survey gives an overview of  each 
of  the 39 books of  the Old Testament.  
The 910 pages of  OTS course notes 
contain a chart for each OT book, a key 

word that summarizes that book, its key 
passage, outlines of  the book in varying 
levels of  detail, introductory information, 
and supplements to explain difficult texts.  
Each book has its own PowerPoint 
presentation of  22 to 262 slides.

NT Survey has the same format as the 
OTS course, plus many separate files that 
address church issues.  NTS also includes a 
children and a youth edition.  The NTS 
notes comprise 874 pages.

Bible Backgrounds

The OT and NT Backgrounds 
courses share information not found in the 
Bible, such as geography, archaeology, 
chronology, history, people groups, pagan 
religions, customs, etc.  This data enables 
us to better understand the Scriptures.

Preaching

Several PPT 
presentations outline 
the 7-step method to 
expository preaching 
that Dr. Rick teaches 
around Asia and uses 
himself  as pastor-
teacher at Crossroads 
International Church in Singapore.  This 
includes an audio link to his church website 
and the actual PowerPoint he has used 
when preaching each sermon.

Theology

Three theology courses are presently 
on the website, covering teaching on the 
church (ecclesiology), the Spirit 
(pneumatology), and future events 
(eschatology).

“The Bible...Basically” Seminar

This 10-hour seminar through the 
whole Bible shows the unfolding of  the 
Scripture based on the Abrahamic 
Covenant of  Genesis 12.  It is developed by 

Dr.  John 
Fryman of  Fort 
Worth, TX.  
This seminar is 
the basis for 
most of  the 
translations (see 
other side).

Listen to the Bible
Here is a link to 
the free audio 
recordings of the 
Bible in 390 
languages.  Really!

Try http://
www.faithcomesbyhearing.com/ambassador/free-audio-
bible-download

            ________________

Dr. Rick Griffith
NT Department Coordinator 

Singapore Bible College
9-15 Adam Road
Singapore 289886

Mobile: (65) 9113-7090
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RESOURCES
(ALL FREE ON THE INTERNET)

1. NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY 
INTERNET COURSE

2. SERMONS TO HEAR ONLINE

3. SERMON POWERPOINT

4. SBC COURSE NOTES

5. SBC COURSE POWERPOINT

6. “THE BIBLE BASICALLY” 
SEMINAR IN 29 LANGUAGES

http://www.internetseminary.org

http://cicfamily.com (click Sermons)

http://www.biblestudydownloads.com 
(click Sermon PPT)

http://www.biblestudydownloads.com 
(click Course Notes for pdf & Word)

http://www.biblestudydownloads.com 
(click on the courses at the top)

http://www.biblestudydownloads.com 
(click TBB or languages in columns)

“FREELY YOU RECEIVED, SO FREELY GIVE” ––JESUS IN MATTHEW 10:8 
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